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The Jailer’s Tale, a new opera by Malcolm Singer with
libretto by Nick Toczek premieres at the Arts Depot,
Finchley on 26th and 27th February 2010

www.thejailerstale.co.uk

Austin-Smith:Lord is delighted to announce that it is
sponsoring Finchley Children’s Music Group’s production
of The Jailer’s Tale, commissioned to celebrate the choir’s
50th anniversary.

Finchley Children’s Music Group was formed 50 years
ago to mount a production of Benjamin Britten’s children’s
opera Noye’s Fludde . At the time the choir was founded
very few composers wrote specifically for children’s voices and since its inception, FCMG has had
a policy of commissioning new works to develop and widen the available repertoire. Described by
the Evening Standard as “one of the finest kids choirs around” FCMG is a highly versatile group,
committed to the promotion of singing and choral music for young people aged between 4 and

18. Well known for their natural, vibrant vocal quality and high level of musicianship and profes-
sionalism, the choir is frequently invited to take part in performances of larger choral works and
as part of festivals including the BBC Proms and Aldeburgh Festival with professional choirs and
orchestras including the London Symphony Orchestra, BBC Symphony Orchestra, London Phil-
harmonic Orchestra, City of London Sinfonia, Boston Symphony Orchestra and the BBC Singers.
Over the years, many FCMG singers have sung with opera companies including the Royal Opera
House, Covent Garden; English National Opera and major European opera houses.

The Jailer’s Tale will be premiered by three professional adult soloists together with some 170
young people, aged 5 to 18 years, from the Finchley Children’s Music Group (FCMG) with the
orchestra from the Yehudi Menuhin School conducted by Grace Rossiter.

The Jailer’s Tale is the tale of ‘Citizen X’ — the man in the street — an archetypal scapegoat, put on
trial for the woes of the world. It is also the story of his community who move from anger and pro-
test, to silent collusion and the forces that act upon them to create their silence. The story is univer-
sal and timeless, but also very much of today.

It is a groundbreaking work as Simon Weir, FCMG Chair explains, “The Jailer’s Tale presents an
extraordinary opportunity to address issues immediately relevant to the audiences of today: How
do we solve the crisis of society? How do we build a better future? FCMG is delighted that Austin-
Smith:Lord is supporting this production, enabling the birth of a 21st century answer to Britten’s
Noye’s Fludde and leaving a new operatic legacy for generations to come.”

The three adult soloists will play the cynical and witty Jailer (Steven Jeffes), the deft narrator of our
tale, the slippery and sultry Informer (Rebecca Lodge) and the pompous Judge (Jimmy Holliday),
who presides over the public trial that takes place at the heart of our story. Children will play all
the other roles, including Citizen X and his family, the cabinet ministers, soldiers, newspapers and
the community that are at the centre of the tale.

Nick Toczek’s rhyming text brings a very light touch to these dark issues, (continued)
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(continued) with the jokey Jailer at the centre of the piece. Malcolm Singer’s music creates three
strongly characterized adult roles. He is very experienced in writing for children’s voices and has
created music which will challenge and delight both singer and listener. Director Hannah Mulder
will bring her lively and physical style to the piece, harnessing the potential of our young perform-
ers.

The production is supported by Esmée Fairbairn Foundation, Britten-Pears Foundation, PRS for
Music Foundation, Austin-Smith:Lord, The Hedley Foundation, Old Possums Practical Trust and
The Millie Apthorp Trust.

Background Notes:

. Malcolm Singer is Director of Music at the Yehudi Menuhin School and a professor of Com-
position at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in London.

J Nick Toczek is a full-time professional writer and performer. He’s published over 30 books
and his poetry books alone have sold over a quarter of a million copies.

J FCMG was founded in December 1958 and performs a wide and varied repertoire in Lon-
don’s major concert venues and abroad. There are currently over 150 members.

. The Yehudi Menuhin School was founded in 1963. Yehudi Menuhin considered its’ string
orchestra as a vital part of the musical education offered to these exceptionally gifted young
musicians, and he himself often directed the ensemble.

Media enquiries:
Satellite MPR
t: +44(0)1903 885414



